Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 93 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.116; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.7.
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . Symmetry codes: (Vik et al., 2007; Demberelnyamba et al., 2004; Dallas et al., 2007; Ballistreri et al., 2004) . We report here crystal structure of a NHC precursor, the title compound.
Bond lengths and angles in title molecule ( Fig. 1 ) are normal. The imidazolium ring makes dihedral angles of 74.58 (9)°a nd 40.10 (6)°, respectively, with the phenyl ring and 2-methoxyphenyl ring. The methoxy group is slightly twisted away from the attached ring [C17-O1-C16-C15 = -7.8 (4)°].
In the crystal, there are strong π-π interactions between imidazolium and 2-methoxyphenyl rings, with a Cg2···Cg2 (Table 1) .
The title compound was prepared according to the reported procedure of Liu et al.. (2003) . Colourless single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by recrystallization from dichloromethane and petroleum ether. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none
Special details
Geometry. 
